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II:10: In the case of the double letters of the alphabet, one writes the 
first ones at the beginning and middle of a word, and the second [final 
forms] at the end. If one did otherwise, the scroll is invalid. In the 
name of R. Mattenaiah b. Heresh they have said, “Those letters — M, 
N, S, P, K [that appear in two forms] — were revealed as a law to 
Moses at Sinai.” What are the meaning of these letters? R. Jeremiah in 
the name of R. Samuel, R. Isaac, ““What the seers have prepared for 
you.” 


II:11: Thirteen matters did sages change for Talmi [Ptolemy] the king. 
They wrote as follows to him: “God created in the beginning [the 
heavens and the earth]” (Gen. 1:1). “Let me make man in an image, in 
a likeness” (Gen. 1:26). “Male with his apertures he created 

them” (Gen. 1:27). “And on the sixth day God finished [his work 
which he had done] and he rested on the seventh day [from all his 
work which he had done]’” (Gen. 2:2). “Come, I shall go down, [and 
there confuse their language, that they may not understand one 
another’s speech]” (Gen. 11:7). “So Sarah laughed to her relatives, 
saying [‘After I have grown old, and my husband is old, shall I have 
pleasure? ]” (Gen. 18:12). “For in their anger they slew an ox, and in 
their wantonness they destroyed a stall” (Gen. 49:6). “So Moses took 
his wife and his sons and set them on bearers [and went back to the 
land of Egypt; and in his hand Moses took the rod of God]” (Ex. 4:20). 
“The time that the people of Israel dwelt in Egypt and in all [other] 
lands was four hundred and thirty years” (Ex. 12:40). “The hue” (Lev. 
11:6) [was] “the short-legged” because Ptolemy’s mother was named 
“Hue.” “I have not taken one valuable of theirs” (Num. 16:15). “Which 
the Lord your God distributed to give light to all the peoples under all 
the heavens” (Deut. 4:19). “[And he went and served other gods, ] 
which I did not command the nations to worship” (Deut. 17:3). 


II:12: All letters written with the Divine Name but before it- lo, 
they are regarded as non-divine, and may be erased, for instance, “To 
the Lord,” “Against the Lord,” “Like the Lord,” “For the Lord.” For so 
we find in connection with the priestly frontlet, that [the Name] is 
separated from it. “Holy to” is written below, and the Divine Name is 
above. All letters written with the Divine Name but after it, — lo, 
these are holy and they may not be erased, for example, “Our God,” 
“Your God.” 


II:13: The following names are not to be divided: Amiel, Amishadai, 
Suriel, Surishadai, Gamaliel, Padahsur, and Padahel. These are names 
that are divided: Beth El, Beth On; [also] Ha rah Api [e.g. Deut. 7:4] 
[e.g. Deut. 31:17], Poti, Fera, Saphenat Puneah. 


